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Central, Clifton and Harbourside Neighbourhood Partnership
7.00 pm, 21 June 2016 

Present:
* De-notes absent

Ward Councillors
 Councillor Paula O'Rourke, Clifton;
 Councillor Kye Dudd, Central;
 Councillor Jerome Thomas, Clifton;
 Councillor Clive Stevens, Clifton Down;
 Councillor Mark Wright, Hotwells and Harbourside;
 Councillor Paul Smith, Central;
* Councillor Carla Denyer, Clifton Down;

Partners
Representatives of people who live and work in the Neighbourhoods of XXX

 Fraser Bridgeford, Friends of Brandon Hill
 Pauline Allen, Kingsdown Conservation Group
 Richard Barnes, Oakfield Resident's Association
 Toni Brown, Mall Gardens Resident's Association
 Zanna Wheeler
 Rosemary Chamberlin, Clifton and Hotwells Branch Labour Party
 Sylvia Doubell, Crescent Resident's Association
 Dennis Gornall, Hotwells and Cliftonwood Community Association
 Julian Jones, 10 Unity Street Residents Association
 Evelyn Lewis, Byron Place Residents Association
 Wendy Pollard, Richmond Terrace Residents' Association
 Keith Rodgerson, Oakfield Resident's Association
 Maggie Shapland, Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society
 Pat Smith, Richmond Hill Residents' Association
* Simon Baines
* Mary Bannerman, Castle Park Users Group
* Kathy Crossthwaite, Cornwallis Crescent
* Jillian Ewings
* Linda Ewles, Highbury Residents Association
* Paul Garner, Ashley House Community Liaison Group
* Trevor George, Pooles Wharf Resident's Association
* Ilse Hambrook, Friends of Easter Garden
* Laura Lafave
* Jemma Harford, University of Bristol Union
* Jo Hawkins, Broadmead BID
* Jonathan Hurford, Clifton Hill Residents Association
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* Jonathan Hyams, Brandon Hill Residents Association
* David Jepson, Clifton Down Community Association
* Jay Jethwa, St Michael's Hill Traders Association
* Greg Jones, Boathouse Improvement Group
* Rosie Joseland, Clifton Village Traders
* Karen Larwood, Rownham Mead Management Company
* Pat Ludwell, Cabot Cruising Club
* Alistair McHardy, Jacobs Wells Traders Association
* Alan Morris, Bearpit Improvement Group
* David Pomeroy, Crescent Residents Association
* Karen Sillence, High Kingsdown Residents Association
* Sally Silverman, Jacobs Wells Community Hub
* Kathy Stagg, Ambra Vale Residents Group
* Maira Stylianou, Philips House Resident's Association
* Erica Thomas, Pooles Wharf Resident's Association
* Kate Thornton, Invicta Apartments
* Jerry Woods, Redcliffe West Residents' Association
* Tony Miles
* John Morison
* Graham Rogers
* Sam Saunders
* Robin Williams, Deanery Road Residents Association

Other Interested parties:
 Paul Bolton-Jones, Avon and Somerset Police, Police Neighbourhood Manager

Also in Attendance:-
 Kurt James, - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator
 Sam Mahony, Democratic Services Officer

1. Welcome, Introductions and Safety Information

Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and invited to introduce themselves.

2. Apologies for Absence and Substitutions

Apologies were received from Councillor Denyer.

3. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest from Councillors, other than community interest.

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting

It was noted that Anna Wilson attended the last meeting on behalf of HCCA.

The NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP AGREED that the minutes of the previous meeting were a correct 
record.
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With reference to the previous meeting where the Dance Centre on Jacobs Wells Road was discussed, it 
was reported that the NP Chair and Councillor Thomas had met with an organisation with experience of 
developing community regeneration within community buildings. Councillor Thomas raised a request for 
funding and to agree the terms of reference for that work. 

Legal advice from the Democratic Services Officer confirmed that a report would need to be published 
five clear working days before the meeting (under Access to Information Act rules) for the Neighbourhood 
Committee to make decisions regarding devolved funding.  It was advised that an extraordinary meeting 
of the Neighbourhood Committee take place with the requisite notice to members of the public and the 
ability to submit public forum.

ACTION: Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator to arrange an Extraordinary Neighbourhood 
Committee meeting as required.

5. Public Forum

Two items of public forum had been received.

1. Charles Lucas – WHSmith Site
2. Dr Patricia Smith, Action for Balanced Communities – Communities and Student Housing Survey.

With reference to the first item, it was confirmed that funds had been contributed from the Clean and 
Green fund to temporarily enhance the site before long term development.  A written response would be 
provided to Charles Lucas from Councillors Thomas and O’Rourke who had given the authority for the 
hoarding.

Dr Patricia Smith presented the report of Action for Balanced Communities.  A good response had been 
received from both non student and student residents in the areas surveyed with all comments measured 
and interesting.  It was acknowledged that there was a problem with the number and density of student 
houses of multiple occupation (HMO) which would continue as students wished to live within 20 minutes 
of their place of study.  There was a resulting lifestyle clash as well as concerns regarding the effect on 
communities such as loss of long term neighbours, streetscape deterioration and growth of nightime 
economy.

It was proposed that discussions should take place with Planning Officers about what can be done and in 
preparation research was being conducted looking at other university cities which some had threshold 
based policies in place.  

As universities planned to increase further the number of students within Bristol it was suggested that 
they should be invited to discuss the impact of their business plan and inform the Partnership of their 
long term strategic policy.  Reliable contacts were requested for any reports of incidents of Anti-Social 
Behaviour.

Relevant national policy issues were also acknowledged such as that exclusively student HMO’s were 
exempt from Council tax whereas a mix of people within properties should be considered as beneficial to 
communities.

ACTION: Councillor Smith (as Cabinet Member for Homes and Communities) agreed to engage with the 
Universities to discuss the issues raised. 
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ACTION: It was suggested that a consensus of what was aimed to be achieved by the Neighbourhood 
Partnership following the report with key actions to take forward.  A sub group was proposed and 
Councillors Smith, Wright, Rudd and Stevens along with the Planning group would discuss further.  
Students that had previously attended the Neighbourhood Partnership would also be invited.

ACTION: The Chair of the Partnership and Committee agreed to write to the Service Director; Planning 
to ask of plans to deal with the substantial increase in the number of students.

6. Neighbourhood Partnership AGM Report

The Neighbourhood Partnership received the Annual General Meeting Business Report and the following 
points were made: 

 A list of proposed names for the Neighbourhood Partnership was presented. It was highlighted 
that not all ward names could be included in a name but it was agreed that the ‘Clifton, Central 
and Harbourside Neighbourhood Partnership’ was the best option.

 The membership was open to representatives of residents associations within the partnership 
boundary.  A list of names was available on the BCC website.

 The Community Infrastructure Levy budget had been drawn from development and planning 
already in the pipeline and would increase over the coming year.  The Partnership would award 
funds against priorities within the Neighbourhood Plan.

 The Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator was asked to work with Councillor Denyer to obtain 
an answer from the Service Director to queries regarding the £10k per ward established back in 
2010/11 and whether there would be increases due to the changes in the number of wards.

 The Traffic Choices website was a great website but unfortunately had not been regularly updated 
due to lack of resources.

 Work would continue to refresh the Neighbourhood Partnership Plan to be more focused.  The 
Plan would be considered further at the next meeting.  Another meeting of the Clifton & 
Harbourside Forum would take place to discuss the Plan, with the Hotwells and Harbourside 
Neighbourhood Forum co-existing and meeting at the end of July).

The Neighbourhood Partnership AGREED 
1. That the new Partnership name would be ‘Central, Clifton and Harbourside Neighbourhood 
Partnership’.
2. The new Partnership Ward boundaries were noted.
3. The Neighbourhood Partnership membership was agreed.
4. Councillor Stevens was elected Neighbourhood Committee Chair and Frances Bridgeford was elected 
Neighbourhood Partnership Chair for the 2016-17 municipal year.
5. The Neighbourhood Committee and Neighbourhood
Partnership terms of reference and the Neighbourhood Committee
financial operating framework were agreed.
5. The devolved budgets and influence on services were noted.
6. The meeting schedule including subgroups and forums were agreed.
7. The Financial Statement and expenditure from 2015-16 were noted.
8. The Neighbourhood Partnership Plan was noted.
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7. Introduction to new councillors

The Ward Councillor members of the Neighbourhood Committee introduced themselves and provided 
some personal and professional history.

Councillor Smith, as Cabinet Member for Homes and Communities was asked if there was any update on 
the reform of Neighbourhood Partnerships.  He confirmed that there needed to be discussion in line with 
the administrations objectives to reduce poverty, particularly in areas of the greatest need and ensure 
Neighbourhood Partnership spending reflected the needs of the City.

8. Community Safety Update

The Neighbourhood Beat Manager outlined a report which presented figures for the wards within the 
Neighbourhood Partnership area.  The following points were made: 

 It was highlighted that incidences of crime had increased and anti-social behaviour decreased 
however, this was likely due to a change in reporting practices.  

 Neighbourhood policing beats had been aligned to Wards and teams re-organised to ensure the 
right people were in the areas of high demand.

 One of the most concerning issues facing the centre of Bristol was the high level of homelessness 
and its effect on communities and policing. The main reason could be attributed to the increase in 
private sector rent in Bristol outside of the benefit window.  Police, Council and other partners 
worked together to tackle those issues.  Councillor Smith confirmed that there were different 
types of homelessness and it was important to be careful about labels as the ‘street community’ 
which hung around particular areas were not necessarily homeless.  The Neighbourhood 
Partnership requested further discussion in order to understand the contribution the Partnership 
could make towards reducing homelessness and ensuring it remained on the agenda of the City 
Council.  The Partnership referred to the priority within the Neighbourhood Plan as a focus for 
attention and resources. ACTION: If available, Police Neighbourhood Manager Debra Yates 
would attend the next meeting to speak specifically about the City Centre.

 The Joint enforcement team dealt with issues relating to possible breaches of premises licenses 
although there was a suggestion that there may be a lack of coordination in some areas.

 It was confirmed that there remained a high number of police officers on duty within the city 
centre on Friday and Saturday nights and that Clifton would return to a full compliment of staff 
from August.

 It was confirmed that Bristol City Council had an excellent monitored CCTV system presented a 
great degree of surveillance.  The centre would move to 100 Temple Street for joint operation of 
CCTV systems following the de-commission of Brunel House. 

 Some increase in crime such as sexual offences and hate crime were likely due to an increase in 
reporting.  This was a positive trend as it was important that resources were deployed effectively.

 Further information and explanation was requested regarding the increase in levels of violence 
against a person.  ACTION: Officers to look into the data to provide possible reason for direction 
of travel for violence against the person data.
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9. Grant Applications Approval

The Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator introduced the report outlining that wellbeing grants had 
been requested by;

Organisation Project Amount 
Requested 

Recommended 
Award

Bristol Biennial 
Arts - Working in 
partnership with 
Bearpit Im 
provement Group

To produce a celebratory 
community event in the Bearpit 
combining home-cooked food 
from around the world, live 
music from diverse local 
musicians and art installations 
by local and international 
artists.

£2,241.00 £1,741.00 
The 
recommendation 
from the Wellbeing 
Sub Group was to 
award funding, less 
the cost of food and 
drink

HCCA Funding for to repeat the 
previous year’s project and 
provide 10 hanging
flower baskets from the 
lampposts in Cornwallis 
Crescent.

£1,800 none 

The 
recommendation 
was to not award 
the grant but 
suggest the 
Environment Sub-
Group take a view of 
these projects so 
that the impact is 
maximised in future.

The Neighbourhood Committee RESOLVED that the application from Bristol Biennial Arts - Working in 
partnership with Bearpit Im provement Group - £1741.00 be approved.

10.Sub-Group Updates

Environmental Sub Group – Verbal Report

It was noted that funds had been awarded for the High Kingsdown Play Area and it was suggested that 
the project could be transferred to the Neighbourhood Partnership that now had responsibility for that 
area so that those residents and Councillors could have an overview of that project.  It was also 
acknowledged that as it was beneficial to have the same project manager for all projects.

ACTION: Discussions to take place with the relevant NP as to level of involvement or responsibility for 
the High Kingsdown Project.  Further discussions then to take place at the Environment Sub Group

With reference to St. James Park it was confirmed that St. James Priory had been brought into discussions 
and that St. Mungos would also be contacted.

It was acknowledged that although railings were included within the costings for Park Place, there was no 
enthusiasm for them.
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People were encouraged to put forward any unloved green spaces in need of attention as ParkWork 
commissioning was a good charitable project helping get people into work.

Transport Sub Group – Verbal Report

The Neighbourhood Partnership were disappointed that transport projects had not been progressed.  
(1) Jacob’s Wells Road Crossing
(2) Avon Crescent consultation
(3) Clifton Down Road/ Bridge Valley Road detailed design study
(4) Cycling contraflows

There was confusion regarding the timeframe for reviews for Residents Parking Zones.  The Partnership 
requested further detail on the approaches to statutory consultation and clarity over progress for each 
area within the NP boundary.  

ACTION: It was suggested and agreed that a letter would be written to Mark Sperduty asking for dates 
for the projects and whether temporary resource was required to achieve them.

ACTION: It was suggested and agreed that a letter be sent to Councillor Bradshaw and the Service 
Director Transport asking for a meeting to discuss and confirm arrangements for reviews of RPZ/CPZ, 
the three highways projects, 20mph review and officer resourcing.

11.Neighbourhood Partnership Co-ordinator Report

The Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator presented the report providing an update on Partnership 
activities.

Members were asked to get involved with the second Citywide NP event which would take place on 20th 
July 6.30 – 8.30pm with a 15 minute slot to share key pieces of work.  It was suggested that the ABC 
report discussed earlier in the meeting could be a presentation topic.   Those interested should contact 
the Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator.

A new planning application was in the pipeline for the Merchants Dock.  A short timescale had been 
muted although there was a lack of clarity over who had requested it and the dates involved.  It was 
agreed that any recommendation should be discussed by the Transport Sub Group before consultation.  It 
was also suggested that any public meeting should be delayed until September.

ACTION: Meeting of the Transport Sub Group to find out who is driving the short timescale and discuss 
further.

The new Mayor would visit the Neighbourhood Partnership area in July.  Ideas of community events 
happening in the near future should be highlighted to the Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator.  The 
Pocket Park on 13th July was a suggestion made.

The Neighbourhood Partnership AGREED to;
(1) Note the second Citywide NP Event Evaluation Report
(2) Note the Neighbourhood Forum Updates
(3) Note the Section 106 and CIL Update
(4) Note the proposed Mayor’s visit

12.Date of Next Meeting
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Date of the Next Meeting: 7.00 pm, Tuesday, 11 October 2016, City Hall, College Green, Bristol, 
BS1 5TR 

Meeting ended at 9.00 pm

CHAIR  __________________

Amount of available Wellbeing grant: £36,378.40
Name of 
organisation

What’s the funding for? Brief 
summary of project

How 
much 
requested

Amount 
agreed?

Comments and Conditions

Bristol Biennial 
Arts

Working in partnership with Bearpit 
Improvement Group, Bristol Biennial 
will produce a celebratory 
community event in the Bearpit. 
Combining home-cooked food from 
around the world, live music from 
diverse local musicians and art 
installations by local and 
international artists, Bearpit Banquet 
will bring together local residents, 
communities, families and visitors.

£2,241.00 £1,741.00 Agree. Recommended that this 
event be funded less the cost of 
food and drink.
£1,741.00 resolved by NC

Amount of Wellbeing Grant remaining: £34,637.40


